


Director’s	notes:		Patrio/c	music	is	tremendously	moving.	Music,	by	itself,	s/rs	emo/on.	Music	and	patrio/sm	combined	
reaches	into	our	past,	bringing	to	the	surface	memories,	feelings,	visions,	thoughts	of	loved	ones,	and	special	moments	of	
joy,	as	well	as	heartache	and	tears.		
	 In	our	country	and	in	the	world	today,	it	some/mes	takes	effort	to	stay	posi/ve.	We	read	of	hos/lity,	mistrust	and	
blame	nearly	every	day.		When	I	chose	our	fall	theme,	I	felt	some	skep/cism	but	then	came	to	the	conclusion,	what	
greater	/me	to	promote	patrio/sm	than	now!	May	our	voices	liE	these	songs	from	our	hearts	to	yours	in	an	effort	to	unite	
us,	whatever	our	poli/cal	and	personal	beliefs.	May	God	bless	this	land	in	which	we	live!		

PROGRAM - PART 1 

Ba#le	Hymn	of	the	Republic…………………………………………..………………..Peter	J.	Wilhousky		

Feel	free	to	join	us	on	the	final	chorus.		
Julia	Ward	Howe	created	the	version	of	the	BaLle	Hymn	which	is	most	widely	known	today.	

She	used	lyrics	Union	Soldiers	made	up	during	the	Civil	War	and	the	s/rring	melody	of	the	original	hymn.		

Give	Me	Your	Tired,	Your	Poor……Emma	Lazarus/Irving	Berlin,	arranged	by	David	Chase		

From	the	arranger:	Hope	is	always	front	and	center	of	Berlin	lyrics.	This	arrangement	weaves	in	
“God	Bless	America”	just	as	we	wonder	if	we	have	lost	our	way.	The	lamen/ng	sounds	of	the	cello	keep	us	

grounded	in	our	commitment	to	welcoming	the	stranger	as	we	sing	over	and	over	again	“I	liE	my	lamp.”	This	
arrangement	was	commissioned	to	honor	the	dreams	of	every	immigrant	who	has	made	the	U.S.A.	their	home.		

E	Pluribus	Unum………………………….…………………………………………………….Joseph	M.	MarMn		

La/n	for	"Out	of	many,	one",	E	Pluribus	Unum	is	a	tradi/onal	moLo	of	the	United	States,	
appearing	on	the	Great	Seal	which	was	adopted	in	1782.		

Voices	That	Care…………………………………………………………………..arranged	by	Mark	Brymer		

WriLen	in	1991,	this	song	was	a	tribute	to	Desert	Storm,	intended	to	boost	morale	of	US	Troops.		

From	a	Distance……………………………………………………………...……..arranged	by	Teena	Chinn	

This	song	was	wriLen	in	1985	by	Julie	Gold	who,	“Only	set	out	to	write	a	decent	song	about	the		
difference	between	the	way	things	seem	and	the	way	things	are.”	

BeLe	Midler	performed	this	song	in	1990	at	the	beginning	of	the	Persian	Gulf	War.	From	a	Distance	won	
several	awards	including	the	Minute	Man	Award	from	the	US	Army	for	inspiring	troops	during	the	first	Gulf	War.		

Johnny,	I	Hardly	Knew	Ye……………………………………………………..…arranged	by	Alice	Parker		

An	an/-war	song	published	in	1867,	there	are	addi/onal	verses	but	the	sen/ment	is	the	same:	
the	soldier	returned	from	war	a	different	man	physically	and	emo/onally.		

Tell	My	Father………………………………………………………………..…arranged	by	Andrea	Ramsey		

A	song	from	“The	Civil	War:		An	American	Musical”	(1999),	a	son	sings	a	final	
message	to	be	given	to	his	father.		

Taps……………………………………………………………….arranged	by	Meegan	Samantha	Coleman		

In	1862,	General	BuLerfield	ordered	the	brigade	bugler	to	play	what	we	now	know	as	“Taps”	
to	signal	the	soldiers	to	ex/nguish	fires	at	the	end	of	the	day.	Army	infantry	regula/ons	by	1891	required	

“Taps”	to	be	played	at	military	funeral	ceremonies.		

INTERMISSION 
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Boogie	Woogie	Bugle	Boy………………………………………………….…..arranged	by	Teena	Chinn		

Made	popular	by	The	Andrews	Sisters,	BWBB	wasn’t	the	serious	WWII	song	the	government	
sought,	but	it	did	liE	morale	with	all	the	jiLerbugging	it	inspired.		

Armed	Forces	Salute………………………………………………………………..arranged	by	Joyce	Eilers	

The	Caisson	Song	(Army),	Semper	Paratus	(Coast	Guard),	The	Marine’s	Hymn	(Marines),	
The	U.S.	Air	Force	(Air	Force),	Anchors	Aweigh	(Navy)		

*We	invite	those	who	have	served	in	these	branches	of	the	military	to	stand	and		
be	recognized	as	we	sing	their	song.	Thank	You	for	all	you	have	given.		

Song	for	the	Unsung	Hero…………………………………….…..Pamela	MarMn/Joseph	M.	MarMn		

You	may	join	us	in	singing,	“My	Country,	‘Tis	of	Thee”	toward	the	end	of	this	song.		
An	overpowering	statement	of	patrio/sm	and	na/onal	pride,	we	say	thank	you	to	all		

who	serve	and	protect.		

Tear	Them	Down………………………………………………………………………………………	Kirby	Shaw		

A	driving	reminder	our	work	isn’t	done	un/l	all	the	walls	that	divide	us	are	torn	down.		

We	Shall	Overcome…………………………………………………………..arranged	by	J.	David	Moore		

You	are	welcome	to	join	us	on	the	fiEh	verse	(the	lyrics	are	the	same	as	the	first	verse).		
Spiritual,	Gospel,	Protest,	Anthem;	call	it	what	you	will,	this	is	a	song	of	courage,	

persistence	and	history.		

This	Land	Is	Your	Land…………………………………………………..arranged	by	Robert	DeCormier		

Please	join	us	on	the	first	and	last	chorus.		
The	composer,	Woody	Guthrie	was	a	famous	American	singer/songwriter	who	wrote	about	

people	and	places	he	encountered	across	the	United	States.	He	wanted	to	remind	us	this	land	is	made	
for	all,	not	just	the	rich	and	powerful.		

This	Is	My	Song…………………………………………………………..arranged	by	Douglas	E.	Wagner		

This	Is	My	Song	is	an	arrangement	using	the	well-known	tune,	“Finlandia”,	
wriLen	by	Jean	Sibelius.	

	 	 	 Let	us	celebrate	patrio/sm	and	the	promise	of	peace!		 	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	

THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY	
	 	

West	Central	Singers	was	founded	in	January	2001	by	re/red	Willmar	Senior	High		 	
School	Choir	Director,	Rolf	Anderson.	The	mission	of	the	West	Central	Singers	is	to	provide	an	

	 opportunity	to	explore	and	experience	the	depth	and	power	of	choral	music,	both	for	those	
with	a	passion	to	sing	and	for	those	who	are	enriched	simply	by	listening.	

We	are	dedicated	to	performing	a	wide	variety	of	music	as	a	means	of	fostering	a	true	
apprecia/on	for	the	long-standing	tradi/on	of	choral	music.	
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	 	 The	West	Central	Singers	would	like	to	thank	and	acknowledge	the	following	
people,	businesses,	and	organizaMons	that	directly	support	us	through	significant		
donaMons.	These	generous	contributors	make	our	concerts	possible	and	are	a	posiMve																																																								
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 voice	in	support	of	the	arts	in	our		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 community	and	the	surrounding	area.	

	 	 	 	 																										
	 	 	 	 	 	 			If	you	would	like	to	support	these	efforts,	please	
	 	 	 	 	 	 			mail	your	tax	deduc/ble	contribu/on		to		
	 	 	 	 	 																											Donna	Brau,	WC	Singers	Board,	
	 	 	 	 	 																											5183	-	109th	Ave	NE	
	 	 	 	 	 	 														Spicer,	MN	56288	

Duet	Level	Donors:	Allergy	&	Asthma	Specialty	Clinic,	John	&	Jill	Benson,	William	&	Carol			
	 Benson,	Arvin	&	Corrine	Grove	(NaneLe	Serbus),	Hanson	Fonkert	Dental	Clinic,	Mona	Lackore	
	 &	Ron	Adkins,	Bill	&	Mary	Miller,	Peterson	Brothers	Funeral	Home	&	Crema/on	Services,	and	
	 Ron	&	Sherri	Pool	

Trio	Level	Donors:	Terry	&	Donna	Brau	in	memory	of	Robert	J.	Brau,	Duane	Carrow	&	Cheri		
	 Buzzeo,	Jackie	Cunningham,	Morrie	&	Daphne	Evenson,	Fischer	Laser	Eye	Center,	Gary	&	
	 Nancy	Geiger,	Walt	&	Raeanna	Gislason,	Johnson,	Moody,	Schmidt	&	Kleinhuizen,	P.A.,	
	 Northern	States	Supply,	Randall	&	Mary	Jo	Pa#on,	Mike	&	Roxy	Steffl,	Marvelle	&	Gayne	
	 Stone,	and	KrisMne	Swanson

Interested	in	joining	West	Central	Singers?	
Rehearsals	resume	in	January	-	Thursdays	from	7-9:00pm	
Vinje	Lutheran	Church,	1101	Willmar	Ave	SW,	Willmar.				

“LIKE”	us	on	Facebook	or	visit	us	online	at	
www.WestCentralSingers.com

http://www.westcentralsingers.com
http://www.westcentralsingers.com

